THE  ROMAN   EMPIRK
the Roman armies, which enjoyed a united command, regular
discipline, magazines of stores, and siege and transport trains,
The submission of the Gauls appeared almost complete when the
Roman army, which had encamped in the heart of the country,
was threatened by a general revolt, unifing most of the tribes in a
military league against the foreign invader and led by Vorcinge-
tork, a chief of the Arverni who had served in the Roman army
and whom, by a sort of retrospective patriotism, French historians
of the nineteenth century have tried to represent as the national
hero of Gaul.
The defeat of the Gauls decided the fate of the land once and
for all. For five centuries the whole territory of France was sub-
ject to the unchallenged domination of Rome. This was its first
form of unity, which was still, however, far from being a national
one, for it was merely one part of a far wider unit, including the
whole of the lands bordering on the Mediterranean and common
to all the peoples of the civilized world, with the exception of
those of India and China,
The nature of Roman dominion was expressed in its name, tm»
perim, which signifies military command. It was an unlimited
power, on the model of that of the head of the Roman army,
known as the 'power of life and death*. It was wielded in the name
of the Roman people by the emperor, who was not an hereditary
sovereign, but a single ruler appointed for the duration of his life.
In the eyes of the Gauls he remained a foreigner, resident outside
the country and represented only by military delegates, whose
duty it was to govern in his name.
Gaul was too large to be governed by one man and was there-
fore divided into several provinces, At first these were only four
in number: the ancient province of Gallia Narbonensis and three
others, each of which corresponded roughly to previous groups
of tribes: Aquitania, Gallia Geltica or Lugudunensis, so called
from Lugudunum (Lyons), its capital, and Gallia Belgica; to
these were added the two provinces of Upper and Lower Ger»
mania, formed of the lands on the banks of the Rhine, in which
were stationed the troops whose task it was to defend this frontier,

